
LAWRENCE HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

Dear LHS Class of 2020 and Chesty Lion Families,

The faculty and staff of Lawrence High School are proud to announce 
details for the upcoming graduation ceremony for the Class of 2020!  
The event, scheduled for Saturday, July 18, 2020 at 10:30 am, is the 
culmination of learning for the past 13 years.  We will celebrate your 
accomplishments on this day, as well as the tenacity and perseverance of 
the Class of 2020 during unprecedented times of a global pandemic.

The celebration will be different from past years, but the sentiments are 
still the same:

WELL DONE!  WOO HOO!  YOU HAVE THE P.O.W.E.R TO BE 
GREAT!  #CHESTYSTRONG! IT’S A GREAT DAY TO BE A LION!

CONGRATULATIONS, CLASS OF 2020!

All things graduation are outlined on the following pages.  Please read 
carefully for details about ticket distribution, graduation regalia, 
ceremony information, diplomas, and other important information.  If 
you have questions, please refer to the last page of the newsletter for 
email contacts.

As always, remember that at LHS, you are LOVED!

ALL THINGS GRADUATION 2020
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LET’S ALL DO OUR PART

In order for us to be allowed to celebrate our graduates, we need to follow public 
health guidelines and stop the spread of COVID-19. An uptick in cases in Douglas 
County led Lawrence-Douglas County Public Health to extend Phase 3 of the 
reopening plan by two weeks, through July 5. There is a county scorecard being used 
to decide whether we move from Phase 3, which includes group gathering limits of 45, 
to Phase Out. 

It falls upon each of us to make sure we observe social distancing and wear masks 
when we are around others, and continue to practice healthy habits, including washing 
hands. We want to celebrate the Class of 2020, so it will require everyone's 
cooperation with public health and safety guidelines for us to be able to hold an in-
person ceremony at the LHS Football Stadium.

CHANGE IN PLANS?

In case of a change of plans, the district will announce via our usual channels of 
communication: phone, email, and Twitter.  In case of inclement weather, a decision will 
be made by 6 am on July 18 as to whether the ceremony may proceed outdoors. In 
lieu of a stadium ceremony, graduates will pick up their diplomas via a drive-thru 
ceremony in the LHS North Parking Lot.  In this case, the same traffic pattern as was 
used for cap and gown distribution will be followed.

TICKET DISTRIBUTION

Ticket distribution will enable us to follow public health and safety guidelines related 
to social distancing. Each graduating senior will receive 5 tickets. One ticket per guest 
who takes a seat, regardless of age, is required for entry into the event. (Graduates will 
not need a ticket.) 

Tickets will be distributed via a drive-thru format in the North Parking Lot of LHS 
(see map and details on next page). Five pre-counted tickets, along with other 
graduation information, will be given to each graduate or person listed as their contact 
on PowerSchool.  If tickets are lost or stolen, they will not be replaced, so please keep 
them in a safe place. 

FINAL RETURN OF ITEMS

If you still have items checked out (computers, textbooks, etc.), please turn them in 
during ticket distribution times.  Due to construction closures, the building is not 
accessible.

CLASS OF 2020 GRADUATION
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CLASS OF 2020 GRADUATION

Tickets will be distributed via a drive-thru format in the North Parking Lot at LHS on 
the dates and times* below.  (If seniors are unable to pick up their five tickets, they 
may designate a person listed as their contact on PowerSchool.)

Tuesday, July 7 – 9 am to 11 am

Wednesday, July 8 – 3 pm to 5 pm

Thursday, July 9 – 6 pm to 8 pm

*Note:  These times are open to any graduate and are not divided by alphabet.

The final distribution date will be on Friday, July 10 between 11 am and 12 pm at the 
LHS Summer Office, located at Door 11 on the south side of the building by the 
soccer field.  Please use this option if you need a smaller environment or are immuno-
compromised.

At ticket distribution, you may sign up for a waiting list if additional tickets become 
available.  The waiting list is on a first come, first served basis, and additional ticket 
requests may not be able to be fulfilled.  Additionally, if you need fewer than five tickets, 
you may turn those back in at ticket distribution.
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GRADUATION CEREMONY – Saturday, July 18 at 10:30 am, LHS Football Stadium

The Class of 2020 will be celebrated in a graduation ceremony at the Lawrence High 
School Football Stadium (1901 Louisiana, Lawrence, KS 66044) on Saturday, July 18 at 
10:30 am.

Parking will be available in both the North and South parking lots on the LHS campus.  
Please pay attention to construction signage and follow all directions.

The stadium will open for guests at 9 am, with the audience seated by 10:20 am.  
Social distancing rules will be followed at the graduation ceremony. We ask that guests 
please respect other attendees by following the seating guidelines posted at the 
stadium. Families may sit together in groups of five or fewer. Masks are encouraged.

Graduating seniors must report to the LHS Soccer Stadium no later than 10 am, as 
this location will be the staging area for all students and staff. Due to social distancing 
guidelines, guests may not enter the LHS Soccer Stadium. 

While it is impossible to predict the temperatures for the day of the ceremony, please 
keep in mind that the turf will add a minimum of 10-degrees to the air temperature.  
We ask that graduates plan for warm temperatures when choosing their school-
appropriate attire under their gown.  

Graduates should also keep in mind that walking on turf and the track is different than 
walking on other surfaces. Flats or low-heels are the best shoe selection.  Because 
spiked heels cause damage to the turf/track and sink into the surfaces, they are not 
allowed.

Students may wear traditional tribal regalia or objects of cultural significance during 
graduation.  No profanity or hate speech can be displayed.

DIPLOMAS
Seniors may pick up their diplomas immediately following the graduation 
ceremony. Please listen for instructions during the ceremony. If you do not attend the 
ceremony, diplomas may be picked up in the LHS Summer Office, starting on July 20 
from 8 am to 4 pm, Monday through Thursday.  You must call 785-832-5050 to 
schedule picking up your diploma.

CLASS OF 2020 GRADUATION
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2020 GRADUATION FEES

The graduation fee of $40.00 is for a senior’s cap & gown ($20.00) and diploma & 
diploma cover ($20.00). Since graduation is proceeding at this time, we are not 
refunding these fees unless requested.

The district will continue to accept payments on outstanding fees and will help you set 
up a payment plan, if needed. Please contact myfees@usd497.org or LHS Financial 
Secretary Amy Flohrschutz at aflohrsc@usd497.org with questions.

FEE PAYMENT

If you need to pay fees, send payment to Business Office, 110 McDonald Drive, 
Lawrence KS 66044 or pay online at https://www.usd497.org/fees Be sure to indicate 
your student’s name and school. 

SHORT CREDITS?

If you are short credits, please contact your counselor to confirm plans to finish.  
REMEMBER:  If you are within 1.0 credits (2 classes) of graduating, you may still 
participate in the ceremony, but will need to confirm completion of classes with your 
counselor.

YEARBOOKS

Yearbooks are still with the publishing company.  Distribution is tentatively planned for 
August.  Plans will be communicated via our usual communication channels (School 
Messenger emails, phone calls, and Twitter).

CLASS OF 2020 GRADUATION
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DIRECTORY

Main Phone Number:

Fax:

785-832-5050

785-330-4501

Lawrence High School, 1901 Louisiana St, Lawrence, KS 66046

Title 

name

Email

Title 

name

Email

Title 

name

Email

ADMINISTRATORS
Interim Principal Dr. Cynthia Johnson Cynthia.johnson@usd497.org

Assistant Principal Mark Preut (A-E) mpreut@usd497.org  

Associate Principal Dr. Margene Brohammer (F-K) mbrohamm@usd497.org

Assistant Principal John Hilton (L-R) jhilton@usd497.org  

Assistant Principal Quentin Rials (S-Z) Quentin.rials@usd497.org 

STUDENT SERVICES
Registrar Diannia Affalter dlaffalter@usd497.org

Counselor Jennifer Hare (A-E) jhare@usd497.org

Counselor Amy Brown (F-K) afbrown@usd497.org

Counselor Lori Stussie (L-R) lstussie@usd497.org  

Counselor Kelsey Buek (S-Z) kbuek@usd497.org

It’s a Great Day to be a Lion!


